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Up to autumn of 1953, the customs officlals at Szozecin (Stettin) carried out
thelr duties very conscientiously, espscially in regards to searches for
contraband, This consclentiousness was to be explained by the personal sdventages
they reaped from it,since it was their practice to put a deliberately low value

on the selzed ggods and then buf them up at the auctions to which no one else

vas admitted, “he goods were then sold by them at a high profit,

After the recent liquidation of the watch smggling ring at Szczecin,l 1t was
decreed that the seized contraband was henceforth to be sent to Wersaw for
disposal, thus depriving the customs men of their unofficial income s especially
since they receive no bonus for the gocds they selze,

As a result of this change, the customs officials sre now less zeeloug in their .
searches for smuggled goods, since they take the view that by keeping on good .
terms with the seamen they will be more likely to make soms money "on the side"
by presents and bribes, forming a useful addition to their meager earnings,

vhich amount on the average to 600 zl, a month.. ‘ :

The duplicate security check of vessels sailing from Szezecin,-which togk place
at Swinoujscie (Swinemuende) at the end of Dscember 1953, is no longer being
continued, The check is reported to have been enforced only during the Christmas
holiday for fear of some actr of sabotage,
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